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18H.1 Circumstances relative to certain Pawn-brokers*. Igg 



No. -3 shews an addition, for k- 

e. Z— The addition placed un- 
der No- S. 

Fi _Where seats were placed 

for men with shovels to clear off 
snow. The additional cross bar was 
feather edged, and had wings for 
throwing off the snow. 

To the Prof rutin of the Belfast Magazine.* 

IN the Belfast News Letter of the 
nth Decern her last, a paragraph 
appeared* stating, for the second 
time, instances of probity. oS one 
of the Belfast pawn brokers m det 
{acting- theft. .Without wishing to 
derogate in the smallest degree* 
from* the merit of such conduct,: 
it roost he admitted, ,'thafc in; pro- 
portion as, this honest; conduct is- 
praiseworthy, that which is direct- 
ly opposed "to it is culpable. How 
much, the", it is to be regretted, 
that no instance of tiiis.quick-sight- 
ej vigilance appeared during a 
space of about nine month.*, pre. 
ceding the 2*1 of June last,; dur- 
ing w-hich time a certain, shop, in 
Belfast had been deliberately; and 
from time to time- robbed of platei 
jewellery and watches:, toi a; con- 
siderable amount;;' and it cannot 
be denied that a great part of this 
plunder was. found distributed:' a- 
rouogst six pawn- brokers* offices, 
It is equally certain- that: had the 
same vigilance been, eserte&i irv.ib.is 
case, as in the, one ailuded t«, the 
owners would have, saved their, pro- 
perty, and aa unfortunate yowb; 
the, too willing- instrument, of; v Li- 
lainy, might have heen saved from 
Jestruction. 

psse — -'■-—• v-m ". i rasa i.'..' . i ' i ' 
* Tiiese rmarksweaevintendedfer the 
Belfast New»-i.6tteir, ' as the.- paragraphs to 
which they .allude appeared in that paper; 
but the insertion was? irefaied^ on what 
groand* the- Editor best kituw** 



It is but justice, however., to ac- 
knowledge, that three out of the 
six of those pawn-brokers, con- 
vinced of the truth of. the above 
fact?, have delivered, up to- tie 
owners such of the above goods as 
they had taken in pawn; by wbtert 
they have given the best proof of 
their having received-' them inno- 
cently. Bui what opinion can be 
formed of those others, who, baring 
received in pawn part of the same 
goods,' and from the ver-y same in- 
dividuals ; which goods were iden- 
tified on oafb, ami admitted" by 
tbe pawn -brokers themselves to be, 
the property of the claimants; not*- 
withstanding, which they stiM con* 
tinue to withhold, them from the 
lawful owners, its eosuenrpt of the 
magistrate's seareh>warrant ; ■ with 
the exception ut" some articles which 
they have been compelled to give 
ftp*, on duplicates which were aeci-r 
dentally fouud ia the deserted lodg- 
ings of the principal receivers, who 
have absconded. How- is this con- 
duct in the same individual to be 
reconciled, to that above aiiisded- to I. 
But. n«t content even, with this;, 
have they, not entered iat*- ai Smatm 
binatioE- ta sne- the- injured' psrty 
for; damages!" JJanaager far "what ? 
Have the- pawn brtrftei's" received ^ny 
injury by retain&g, ih'e goods of 
otiierai Yes,: their, immaculate 
characters have; be^n, wmmdeil in 
the tenderest poi»i>-by: broad in- 
sinuations- having appeared in tile 
public; papers; that so many; is 
thirty half dozens of silver: tea- 
spoons, twelve tabler-spoons, tvv^V# 
sugar-tongs, .twe-lye; g&klseahvaiMl 
several dozens of gold,: .tingpi? r*ng*i 
all. perfectly ne^ - couid-^-^fiir&Ve 
been pawned by* twin- oi^S^ Ju- 
dividuals of tne very, iowett ciaAujf 
society- without excttiag iMui^&tiMn 

pjcioB', of .th#ir ; . faavi&g been • stolen* 
The pawn bstpfcens have sussafotd 

dattnages-rishj, bet&uae the sntltring; 
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party failed in one instance to prove 
on all indictment* to the satisfac 



* This indictment was grounded on the 
fact of the private shop-marks on the 
plate (expressing the weight and price) 
having been defaced between .the time 
when first seen by the witness at .the 
pawn-broker's, and the time when the 
same was taken up by the magistrate. 
The inference that those articles were part 
of the stolen property, conformable to 
the boy's confession, was founded on this 
strong circumstance ; that from the ear- 
liest date of any of the articles having 
been pawned, till the 29d day of June,, 
when the theft was discovered, no article 
of plate had been sold at the shop in ques- 
tion, but what had been engraved with 
the buyer's crest, or the initials of his 
name. It is true, one set of tea spoons 
was produced at the trial, having the 
same shop-marks as the stolen articles, 
without being engraved. The witness 
could not say, on being asked, whether 
they had been stolen or not, because he did 
notthen recollect ; nor w;as he then aware, 
that two or three half dozens of tea spoons 
had been purchased at said shop but 
a few days before the trial, (and long af- 
ter the stolen articles had been tak- 
en np) by two individuals, who are 
well known, and who very obligingly 
declined giving the irivhU of 'having them en- 
graved tvith the owner's navte^ on purpose to 
be produced at the trial ; this trick (which 
can be traced to its author) succeeded 
but too well, and fully explains the , rea- 
son why the witness was uncertain 
as to the spoons shown him ; where- 
as had the stolen property (which was in 
court, and in possession of the magistrate) 
been produced, a more positive evidence 
could then have been given, and a very 
different verdict have ensued. It is also 
very evident that in order tri prove the de- 
facement, it was necessary to have shown 
the defaced articles to the jury ; the omis- 
sion of this step, 1 and consequent loss of 
the magistrate's testimony,, (which was 
most important) must have beeflt owing to 
mismanagement some where, or perhaps 
because the articles alleged to be defaced 
were* tot "viewed by the jury, although 
the ! |JJK>priety of this was suggest- 
ed- by the witness. Be that as it may, 
there are three half dozens of those very 
spoons yat forthcoming, in the same state 



■arch. 

tion of a jury, that the goods in 
question were received in pawn 
knowing them to have been stolen'- 
for this was the only point a t i SSUe ' 
on the trial at Carricktercus' 
These no doubt are very serious in 
juries, and are entitled to very 
heavy damages ! ! ! J 

However, 'it is hoped the inhabi. 
tants of Belfast and elsewhere, may 
profit by the above examples, and 
beware of what servants or appren. 
tices they admit as inmates into their 
houses : they will be convinced that 
it is much easier by bolts and bars 
to guard against depredators from 
without, than false and treacherous 
confidants from within ; for by means 
of the latter, their property may 
readily find its way to the pawn- 
brokers, who, it appears by the a- 
bove^facts, are perfectly safe in re. 
ceiving it, since although taken in 
pawn under the strongest circum- 
stances of suspicion, it may be al- 
most impossible to prove the fraudu- 
lent intention ; (the quo ammo must 
be gathered from circumstances a- 
lone,) and needy pettifoggers (as 
well as others of the cloth who 
ought to be more respectable,) are 
never wanting, who, by, a perver- 
sion of law and justice, are not a- 
shamed to defend such infamous 
conduct. 

As to Donaldson, the victim of 
his own and others depravity, heaf. 
fordsasalutary lesson to all youngmeri 
under temptation, not to betray the 
trust reposed in them } for although 
by the indulgence of those he has 
injured, he is yet at large, the pun- 
ishment due to his crimes still hangs 
over him. 

in which they were taken up from the 
traverser after the i trial, on' duplicate* 
which were fqund in. the lodgings of the 
three principal: receivers, (for they all 
lodged in one house.) The spoons- thein- 
selves will afford the best proof whether 
or not they have been defaced. 
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An inexperienced youth, of good 
principles, might unawares, or in 
the moment ofintoxication.be in- 
duced to commit a crime, and be 
afterwards sorry for it ; but to be 
capable of deliberately robbing his 
benefactors, who had placed the 
greatest confidence in him, and to 
continue this practice daily, for ma- 
ny months together, and to elude 
detection by the most refined cun- 
ning, argues in its author a degree 
of moral depravity but seldom met 
with in a yonth of 15. Nor has he 
yet discovered any symptoms of con- 



trition for the evil he has done, or 
disposition to make what little 
compensation is in his power to 
those he has injured, by discover- 
ing all he knows ; but on the con- 
trary, persists in the denial of fact* 
of which it is impossible he- could 
be ignorant; and has only divulged 
th()6e which from strong circumstan- 
ces, could not well be concealed. 
Until, therefore, he shows some 
proofs of repentance, he is deser- 
vediv excluded from honest socie- 
ty. ' 
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AS Mr. Beaver seems to have 
been the very soul (we might 
almost say the soul and body) of the 
expedition to Bulama, we shall, 
from his African Memoranda, give 
a fall length view of this indefati- 
gable colonist; and who can peruse 
this representation without perceiv- 
ing how much it is possible , for 
a man to do for himself and 
others ! 

" Although I am not an advo- 
cate for Rousseau's mode of edu- 
cating his Emilius, yet I cannot 
help thinking that the more prac- 
tical knowledge one can acquire, 
the better; it makes a man ac- 
quainted with his own resources, 
and a lest dependent being. I 
therefore, so far as relates to myself 
only, consider my time on the 
island of Bulama, (independent of 
the motives w hich led me to, or 
kept me there,) instead of being 
thrown away, as the best spent 
period of my life j for I was so 
completely thrown upon myself, 
as to be obliged to rely more up- 
on my own individual resources and 
exertions, than I otherwise, pro- 
bably, ever should have done. 



" For one year of that time I had 
not an individual to converse with ; 
I lived almost as much the life 
of an hermit, as if there had not 
been another human being, upon 
the island-. It is true that I set 
every body to work, and directed 
them what to do, but there our in- 
tercourse ceased ;. their work dose, 
the grumetas retired to their hous- 
es, the settlers to their rooms, ex- 
cept at the latter part of my stay 
upon the island, when, in order to 
keep up for .Mr. Hood, the only- 
surviving subscriber, some degree 
of respect, which be appeared to 
me to be fast losing, I always had 
him to dinner with me, which- oc- 
cupied the hour between one and 
two. 

" Slides, dtiring'the seventeen- 
month'' that, f remained on the island, 
I had occasion, *nd indeed was 
obliged, to practise more occupa- 
tions and' pt'o ! ''i?«otts, (though I ne- 
ver before had a tool of any kind in 
my hand,! than would 1 otherwise 
have ever been the case, in the whole 
ceurse of my life. To wit : 

"1st. Carpenter.— In all it»bra»* 



